Human Development Interview 
The assignment serves to expand upon what you have learned in the first half of the course, particularly focusing on human development, and it may touch upon other areas as well  (such as memory and cognition), depending on individual decisions that each students make in selecting people to interview. 

Conduct an informal interview (more like a conversation) with someone who is over the age of 45 and a separate interview with someone who is between the ages of 13-19. These people can be relatives, neighbors, fellow congregation members, co-workers, etc... What you are doing with this assignment is assessing, comparing and contrasting your interviewees, utilizing at least two concepts from Human Development (Cognitive Development, Attachment Styles, Parenting Styles, Erikson, Kohlberg) as they apply to your interviewing. If you want to use concepts from the Behavioral (conditioning) and Cognitive (learning, memory) perspectives, you may do so. This is the most important part of the paper, as you are demonstrating that you have an understanding of these concepts and that you can apply them to real-life situations. 
Prepare to write a report that is at least four pages long (double spaced) about your interview. If you turn in a paper with less than four pages, it will be returned to you, ungraded. Please cite any outside sources that are used. Rather than trying to summarize the whole conversation, restrict your paper to two or three topics that you found particularly interesting with each interview. Make sure to include your own opinions about your interviews and any trends you may have found while interviewing these two people. Lastly, make sure to include a brief paragraph introducing the two people that you have selected for the interviews. 
The interview should essentially be about adolescence as it was experienced by the two people you are interviewing. Have some topics for questions in mind before conducting the interview. You can ask about school, friendships, relationships, family, jobs, and/or historical events. A required question to ask your older interviewee is about his/her opinion of today’s teenagers, and ask your younger interviewee about how they feel about society’s perception of the current young generation. 

Here are some Don’ts that I suggest you follow: 

· Don’t identify your interviewees, use an alias

· Don’t give me their address (it should be obvious but you will see later why I have to state this) 

· Don’t list your interview in Question-Answer format (I asked xyz, she said abc) 

· Don’t give me a list of questions and answers 

· Don’t interject your opinions or experiences until the end of the paper 

· Don’t be judgmental. There’s a different between assessing and judging. Everyone has different life experiences, and it’s not up to you to decide who is living right or living wrong, you are observing through the lens of a semi-psychologist  
Be flexible enough to allow the conversation to flow and follow its own course. Both interviews should be no longer than 45 minutes. DO NOT tape record the conversation, but do take notes as you go along. 
Below you will find snapshots of a correct way (it’s not the only way to construct this correctly) and wrong way (and there are definitely other ways to get this wrong, but this is by far one of the worst) to construct this paper. 

Snapshot of a correctly constructed paper: 
Intro: Amazing discoveries and great learning opportunity this assignment has displayed on my own personal development. I conducted interviews with two different people in various developmental stages. One who is in the early developmental stage from the age of thirteen to nineteen which is in stage number five based on Erikson’s development stage (identity vs. confusion). The other person is characterized as in the seventh stage which is in the age of forty to sixty-five (generativaty vs. stagnation)…..

 (same paper, later on)

 The other topic that was discussed was the rebelling against parents. Both interviewees stated the same opinion in which some teens rebel against their parents. It is possible for some teens to rebel against their parents while having the utmost respect and fear of their parents at the same time. This is may be due to the various parenting styles that can be employed by caregivers. Without strict and fixed punishment (whether it is positive or negative punishment), teens would do as they please. My interviewee Stacey stated that her parents were very strict and did not allow her to socialize much, while Rafael stated that his parents were very liberal in terms of letting him hang out. Stacey’s parents seemed to have used the authoritarian parenting style, while Rafael’s parents appear more permissive. 
Snapshot of an incorrectly constructed paper: 

Intro: Hello my name is John Doe and my first interview was a 19 yr old high school student. My interview with him came out smoothly so here it goes. He was born on October 26, 1990 in Newark, NJ and his alias is Terry Jones. He grew up with out a father and was just raised by his mother only, living in 1100 ABC Avenue. Terry’s childhood turned out ok since his mom cares for him too much, even without having a father around.
(same paper…later on) 
Mary had 4 kids in her lifetime only to see one of her sons struggle in life. I ask her why you push your children so much. She replied because I want to see my kids succeed in life and to do better than me. I thought to myself wow those are some powerful meaning, is this what some parents want for there kids? I see it on my own mother to see always repeating the same thing to me to do well in school, and asking me if I finished my homework. If I didn’t she’ll say that do you want to be a bum in the streets? For some reason it always works to motivate me.

